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DIAGRAM OF CDS ALTERNATIVE



PLNU PROJECT DESCRIPTION

• As a mitigation measure in their CUP to 
protect a registered archeological site directly 
west of Young Hall, PLNU proposes to collect 
urban runoff from Young Hall roof drains and 
parking lots and discharge into “South 
Canyon”, another archeological site, on Sunset 
Cliffs Natural Park (SCNP) land.  Ab Trail is at 
the terminus of South Canyon.



PLNU PROJECT DIAGRAM







AB TRAIL SHORELINE ACCESS



AB TRAIL SHORELINE ACCESS



PLNU PROJECT STATUS

• Stacey LoMedico, Park and Recreation Director, 4/28/2011



PLNU PROJECT PROBLEMS

• The project will result in the discharge of untreated urban runoff 
into a major shoreline access point, a violation of County public 
health guidelines that stipulate untreated runoff discharges should 
be 75 feet from coastal access points.

• The project will result in the alteration of South Canyon landforms 
that have been relatively unchanged since Native Americans used 
the site.

• The added Young Hall runoff will make the lower reaches of slippery 
for a longer time after rain. 

• Minimal discharge alternatives such as bio-swales, media filters and 
infiltration have not been considered.  SCA has developed an 
approach that could make ocean discharge unnecessary. 



PLNU PROJECT STATUS

• PLNU is working with Dudek, the City’s CDS consultant, 
to have the 1992, Shoulders and Sanford plan re-
designed and permits obtained before the Planning 
Commission deadline of September 5, 2011.

• There are no plans at this time by PLNU to take the 
option of paying into a fund to help finance the SCNP 
Comprehensive Drainage System (CDS) that PLNU 
could then use for discharging Young Hall runoff 
without harming South Canyon or Ab Trail. 

• Alternative “green” approaches to the Young Hall 
drainage plan have not been considered.



BIO-SWALE APPROACH















MINIMAL DISCHARGE BIO-SWALE 
ALTERNATIVE

• Modify the driveway to Young Hall from the Western 
Loop Road, so no runoff from the Western Loop Road 
enters these parking lots. 

• Design and build a bio-swale, media filter, infiltration 
system that through treatment, infiltration and reuse 
will reduce Young Hall runoff by 90% or more during 
wet years.  This system could eliminate the need for 
ocean discharge.

• The Bio-swale alternative is an environmentally 
preferred, permanent solution to the runoff from 
Young Hall that will allow reuse of the runoff water.



COMPREHENSIVE DRAINAGE SYSTEM  
ALTERNATIVE 

• Negotiate with the Coastal Commission, so 
they do not fine PLNU (~$320,000) for not 
implementing the drainage project ~19 years.

• City allows PLNU to pay them the money that 
would otherwise have been spent to build a 
Young Hall drainage system. 

• Amend the PLNU CDP to allow PLNU to pay for 
partial funding of the CDS.

• Expedite designing and building the SCNP CDS.



RECOMMENDATIONS

• Councilman Faulconer should establish a broad-based working 
group to review and make recommendations on the PLNU Young 
Hall drainage plan and alternatives, including both the Bio-swale 
and the CDS approaches.

• Extend the September 5, 2011 deadline the Planning Commission 
has required PLNU to meet for designing and permitting their Young 
Hall drainage mitigation plan.

• Solicit the California Coastal Commission to not fine PLNU for not 
resolving their Young Hall drainage plans more quickly, so PLNU can 
weigh the options and decide which to implement.

• Expedite either the Bio-swale approach or CDS design and 
construction so it will be finished before the start of the 2017-2018 
rainy season or earlier.



PLNU PROJECT PROBLEMS

• Until the April 28, 2011 letter that SCNPC was copied on, 
SCNPC, other community organizations, and the public 
using Ab Trail were unaware of PLNU’s current CUP 
mitigation plans for Young Hall runoff.  Proper noticing was 
not conducted.  

• The PLNU project while protecting part of the archeological 
site from erosion, will likely destroy areas near Ab Trail.  

• Young Hall produced so much runoff in the 2004-05 rainy 
season, that erosion, caused by this runoff, almost 
undermined the City’s sludge line.  This amount of runoff, if 
it is directed down South Canyon, will cause massive 
erosion of the Bay Point material and then the Point Loma 
Formation along the lower parts of South Canyon and Ab 
Trail, esp. during wet years.


