
The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration-approved use of a 250-
degree flight departure heading
from Lindbergh Field — the
result of a new construction proj-
ect driven by fresh federal eco-
nomic stimulus money — will put
a new area of the Peninsula
under the flight path. 

Concerned residents in the
affected areas of south Point
Loma are not dealing with the
news quietly.

“That’s an intrusion and an
expanded influence that we were
not clearly informed about during
this whole planning process.

They did not discuss changing the
vectors at all,” said Suhail Khalil,
who chairs the Peninsula Com-
munity Planning Board’s Airport
Committee. “In fact, they
adamantly said they would not
change the vectors.”

Construction to improve the
airport’s Taxiway C began Aug.
10. The nine-month project
includes the replacement and
installation of taxiway edge
lights, installation of runway
guard lights, replacement and
installation of taxiway edge lights
and reconstruction of taxiway
pavement, according to officials
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SATURDAY
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Hi:
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Surf Report San Diego H20 feats

The glory and darker side of 

legendary surfer Mike Hynson’s 

life are chronicled in a new book. 8

Just one wild and crazy time
Get ready for the biggest, most ridiculous, most

inappropriate kickball tournament in the world

on Saturday at Liberty Station. 13

Stamp of approval
U.S. Postal Service officials say the

Cañon Street facility in Point Loma

will not be considered for closure. 3

Volatile scenario
Petition drive seeks to halt gas-laden
trucks through neighborhood streets

PLNU standout signs with Padres, others ink deals too

Junior Lifeguards make a splash at OB Pier
Members of the San Diego Junior Lifeguard program’s “B” Division, top, take the traditional jump off the Ocean
Beach Pier during the summer program’s training event on Wednesday, Aug. 5 (photo by Don Balch). At left,
jumpers are captured from underneath the pier by photographer Ronan Gray as members of the “C” Division
plunge into the turbulent water below. Right, a happy San Diego Junior Lifeguard signals the “all clear” after tak-
ing the drop (photo by Don Balch). 

The transportation of excess
methane gas from the Point Loma
Wastewater Treatment Plant — a
city-based plan that involves truck-
ing the gas through Peninsula
neighborhoods — has some resi-
dents along the proposed route up
in arms. 

The project, first presented to
local planners in 2007, is expected
to be operational by the fall of
2010. 

The excess methane gas is being

sold by the city under contract and
will be trucked to a biofuel facility
in Encinitas.

“We’re directly impacted finan-
cially and personally in our safety
and our sleep at night,” said John
Pedersen, a member of a newly
formed citizen group called Home-
owners for a Green and Safe Point
Loma. “By us going door to door,
we have found that residents on
our affected streets didn’t know
and were outraged that they
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Andrew Bovich, Point Loma
Nazarene University’s (PLNU)
pitching ace this past season, was
signed by the hometown San Diego
Padres in June to play in the rook-
ie Arizona League at Peoria. 

“He was signed about a week
after the baseball draft,” said PLNU
head baseball coach Joe Schaefer.
The Padre scout worked him out
and he was signed on the spot.”

The 23-year-old southpaw
helped lead the Sea Lions to the

best season in the program’s 60-
year history with his personal 13-1
record. He also was undefeated in
the regular season and posted a
dominant (1.70) earned run aver-
age (ERA). 

After the College World Series,
Bovich attributed his outstanding
year to his time in the Carolina
League this past fall, where he
gained much-needed experience
against professional players.

Bovich had modest numbers the
previous year (2008) with a 6-4
record, while the rest of the young

Sea Lion pitching staff struggled
during the first part of the season.
Despite the struggles, Bovich
showed signs of promise during the
course of the year with a 43-to-15
strikeout-to-walk ratio in 75
innings of work and two complete
games. 

“He’s very excited about getting
the opportunity to play with an
affiliated club,” Schaefer said.
“Before he was signed, he called
me for advice and was thinking

Former Point Loma Nazarene University pitcher Andrew Bovich has inked a
deal to play for the San Diego Padres’ rookie Arizona League.          COURTESY PHOTO
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Residents making noise over
heading change at Lindbergh
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Ten San Diego County post offices
recently emerged on a national list
of 677 facilities marked for possible
closure or consolidation — includ-
ing branches in Point Loma, down-
town and University City. And while
early indicators are that the Point
Loma facility will be spared, the
downtown and University City loca-
tions are not out of the woods yet,
according to postal officials.

The list was presented by the U.S.
Postal Service (USPS) to the House

of Representatives on July 30 and
included the facility at 2931 Cañon
St. in Point Loma. 

Of those 677 facilities identified
nationally, however, none will be
subject to closure in the immediate
future, according to postal officials.

“It’s customary. This process
we’ve had in place for many, many
years,” said USPS spokesperson
Don Smeraldi. “Like any business,
we’re always looking for ways if we
have extra space.” 

The possibly targeted facilities
downtown and in University City

are located on 2692 C St. and 3298
Governor Drive, respectively. 

“With the financial situation
we’re in, it’s becoming more impor-
tant than ever,” Smeraldi said.
“From a national level, they said
out of all the 3,000 post offices that
are in urban centers and cities, are
there any that we could possibly
consolidate.”

Smeraldi confirmed that the Point
Loma branch was on the original
review list. Smeraldi said, however,
that the Cañon Street branch is safe
for the moment.  

“They’re not under review any-
more,” Smeraldi said. “If we don’t
get some legislative relief and the
mail volume continues to climb the
way it has been, we’ll revisit things
as time goes on.”

Smeraldi said the list is part of
the Postal Service’s regular review
process. He said all affected par-
ties, including employees, employee
unions, customers and city officials,
would all be notified well in
advance of any possible consolida-
tions or closures.

“It’s so preliminary and all the

stakeholders would all be kept
informed,” Smeraldi said. “It’s not
something that can happen
overnight.”

According to Smeraldi, the pro-
cess of reviewing whether to close
branches will not even start until
the fiscal year begins Oct. 1. He said
the beginning of the new fiscal year
is not a deadline for any decisions to
be made and that a timetable on
closures is unknown. 
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Cañon St. post office won’t have to take a licking from closure — for now 
BY ANTHONY GENTILE | THE BEACON

with the San Diego County
Regional Airport Authority. 

“In redoing the taxiway,” said
Airport Authority senior public
relations specialist Sharie Ship-
ley, “we are making the runway
more efficient and safer for all
the planes that do arrive here
and depart from here.”

In order to alleviate potential
traffic on the taxiways during the
construction, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) has
approved the use of the 250-
degree departure heading. The
FAA currently allows headings of
275 and 290 degrees. 

“During construction, a third
departure path will allow us to
depart more aircraft during very
busy times,” said FAA Western-
Pacific Region communications
manager Ian Gregor, “thus eas-
ing congestion on the ground.”

Gregor insists that the 250-

degree heading will be used only
when it is completely necessary.
He said the FAA expects an aver-
age of fewer than 10 flights a day
to use the heading during the con-
struction as a temporary option.

“This is just another one of
those times when they feel it’s
necessary in case they need them.
There’s no guarantee that they’re
going to get 10 airplanes a day
on the 250 (-degree departure
heading),” said Dan Frazee, the
Airport Authority’s director of
noise mitigation. 

“They’re just saying that the
possibility exists if we have back-
up that they’ll use that as a viable
option,” he said.

This new departure heading,
however, has left some residents
in areas of Point Loma feeling a
little uneasy. 

Khalil said the new heading
presents a huge noise impact and
sends flights over Dana middle,
Silvergate elementary and War-
ren Walker schools.

“Anything south of the 275

heading is what we’re opposed
to,” Khalil said. “We don’t want to
see fanning of the departure pro-
files to be a norm as they contin-
ue to expand the capacity of the
single-runway airport. That’s the
only way of doing it.”

Khalil said departures from the
250-degree heading put a new
group of residents under the flight
path – including himself. The
Point Loma resident said he does
not want planes flying over his
home. 

“I bought my home knowing
that I was well removed from the
departure profile. A lot of Point
Loma community residents feel
the same way,” Khalil said. 

“Overflights are a huge concern
— not just noise, but air quality
and general quality of life as
well,” he said. 

Lance Murphy, a founding
member of SANNoise, a citizen-
formed committee concerned
about airport expansion and how
it will affect local communities,
echoes Khalil’s concerns. 

Murphy said he thinks that as
the airport expands, using the
250-degree heading will be nec-
essary on a more permanent
basis for it to run at full capacity.

“My key issue is I think in the
long run they’re going to try and
have three departure tracks,”
Murphy said, “so they are training
the populus to accept this. That’s
not right.”

PCPB Airport Committee mem-
bers want the Airport Authority to
consider a different method of
construction to lessen the need
for and impact of the 250-degree
departure heading. 

In a guest commentary in last
week’s Beacon, Khalil suggested
that the Airport Authority utilize
the concrete ramp near the gen-
eral aviation facility as an alterna-
tive path, as well as constructing
the eastern half of the taxiway
during curfew hours of 11:30 p.m.
to 6:30 a.m., segment project con-
struction, sequence departures
from the north taxiway into the
south taxiway, allow the 250-

degree heading only between 7
a.m. and 7 p.m. and not allow
MD80 aircraft to depart from the
heading at anytime.

The PCPB’s Airport Committee
also plans to present a draft letter
to both Sen. Christine Kehoe and
Congresswoman Susan Davis at
their next scheduled meeting on
Thursday, Aug. 20 addressing
community concerns about air-
port expansion and ramifications
on quality of life issues.

For more information about the
monthly PCPB meeting, visit
www.pcpb.net.

“We’re in position right now to
get Congresswoman Davis’ atten-
tion and say, ‘If this is the case
and it will become the new norm,
we’re going to fight it tooth and
nail because that’s not what we
want in our community,’” Khalil
said.

For more information about the
citizen group SANNoise, visit san-
noise.org. For more information
about the Airport Authority, visit
www.san.org.
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Opportunity Knocks
Become an agent with Coldwell Banker Ocean Beach or Point Loma.

• Private Offices Available • Great Commission • Open Houses Available
• Excellent Opportunity to take Your Business to the Next Level

To review the advantages Coldwell Banker offers, confidentially call:

Tisha Quadros 619.944.2006

Tami Fuller
#1 Agent in Pt. Loma Office

619.226.TAMI
www.TamiFuller.com

Catrina Russell
Your OB Real Estate Connection

619.226.BUYS (2897)
www.CatrinaRussell.com

Ocean Beach duplex! Darling remod-
eled duplex,  a 1 br plus den &  studio, only
2½ blocks to beach. This cutie has updat-
ed kitchens, baths, Lrg backyard + two
detached 1-car garages. Great 4 owner
occupy or investor.

Ocean Beach | $569,000 Ocean Beach | $1,294,500

2 br, 2 ba single level condo. 2 blocks to
beach, shops & restaurants. Secure com-
plex recently painted, has pool, storage &
bike rm. Updated kit, newer fixtures, lam-
inate flrs, newer carpet & crown molding.
Walk-in closets, 2 assigned pkg spots.
www.5015CapeMay.com

Ocean Beach | $399,500

Vintage OB cottages just blocks to the
sand! 4 detached houses with hardwood
floors (some under carpet), walk-in clos-
ets & newer roofs. These 2 units were
combined into one great owner's unit in
the past.  Now they are just darling rentals!
4 one car garages. 

Reduced! Northern views from a wall of
windows! This single level, 2 br, 2 ba cor-
ner unit has Sea World fireworks views,
night lights to La Jolla & beyond & peek
view of ocean (on a clear day). Pristine
condition w/ remodeled kit, updated ba’s
& tons of closet space. 

Ocean Beach | $399,000

Just listed! One bedroom, 725 appx sf,
large balcony, Bike to beach, walk to shops,
restaurants and Barnes Tennis Center. Easy
freeway access.

Ocean Beach | $139,900

Ocean Beach | $279,900

Unbelievable location for this top floor
view unit! Large 1 br with updated kit,
plenty of closet space, carport, private
storage rm. Master has floor-to-ceiling
windows with sunrise & night-light views.
Perfect 2nd home or great starter. 1.5
blocks to beach & OB pier. Complex has
pool, rec. room & BBQ.

Back on the Market! 4 br, 2.5 ba, cus-
tom stone tile and wood flooring in din
rm, fam rm & kitchen. Custom window
coverings, built-in stereo system. Recessed
lighting, office downstairs (optional 3-car
gar). Formal liv rm & din rm. Open stair-
case. Huge master suite w/2nd office area
& spa tub.

Ocean Beach | $675,000

5 br, 2.5 ba, 2677 appx sf. Westport for-
mer model Plan 2. Loads of upgrades.
Custom stone tile & wood flooring in DR,
FR & kitchen. Open staircase. Huge  master
suite w/2nd office area & spa tub. Upstairs
balcony off 2 rooms. Overlooks lush yard.

Mission Village | $695K–$750K

This home was created for someone
who loves the ocean, entertaining & total
relaxation & space. The 4443 appx sf of liv-
ing space features a 4 br, 6 ba home with
a 2 br, 3 ba detached guest suite & a 4-car
gar. This ocean front footage with a spa-
cious grassy yard over looking endless
panoramic ocean views from La Jolla.

Ocean Beach | $2,995,000

Hacienda-style home with gorgeous
views. 3 br, 3 ba plus two ½ baths.Arched
doorway. Infinity pool, spa, outside kitchen,
fplc & outside living area. Views from most
every room! Detached casita is perfect
for a guest suite or separate office or
exercise room. Property is sold “AS IS.”
Presenting all offers to bank.

Point Loma | $1,350,000

A Point Loma treasure. Single story in the coveted “Wooded
Area.” 1,975 appx sf, 3 br. 2 ba & an extra lrg family rm that leads
to the landscaped garden. 2-car attached gar, also alley access with
space for 2 –3 more vehicles or add a pool to this 7,700 appx sf.
Upgraded with expansive granite counter tops & new SS appliances,
plantation shutters, ceramic tile floors, plush carpeting.

Point Loma | $899,000

Bianca Romani, ABR

619.993.7862
bromani@coldwellbanker.com

www.biancaromani.com


